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The Iragi invasion and annexation of
Kuwait in August of 1990 and the U S.
military intervention along with other
Western and Arab forces in the crisis
has ushered in a new period in the long
and turbulent history of the Middle
East. What will result from this first
major post-Cold War crisis remains lar-
gely unpredictable. Tt is generally un-
derstood that the consequences,
particularly in light of the military con-
frontation, will be dramatic for the Mid-
dle East and for the emerging world
order. "The Middle East will never be
the same again” is a fact that is acknow-
ledged by both the advocates of the
status quo and those who wish to see
democratic changes as a result of this
crisis. The one force that will have a
determining role in and a critical im-
pact on the situation is the United
States.

This article focuses on U.S. Middle
East policy in the wake of the Kuwaiti
crisis, indicating its objectives (stated
and otherwise), probable direction, and
impact on the region and beyond. I will
conclude with a few remarks on a more
objective U.S. policy for the region. 1
argue that the U.S. responsec to the
Kuwaiti crisis indicates certain shifts in
objectives but the policy continues to
remain largely reactive and oblivious to

utilize the UN. more fully and is based
on negotiation principle.

Traditionally, U.S. Middle East
Policy has been based on four pillars: 1)
containing alleged Soviet expan-
sionism; 2) assuring the flow of inexpen-
sive oil to the West; 3) protecting the
security of Isracl; and 4) preserving the
status quo by supporting conservative
and anti- Communist regimes. The
guiding policy principle was, however,
the "Sowviet threat.” In the wake of the
Iranian revolution in 1979 and the
Soviet military intervention in Af-
ghanistan, President Jimmy Carter
declared the Middle East a region of
“vital interest” to the U.S. The doctrine
continues to guide U.S. policy in the
Middle East, but the ingredicnts of the
vital interest are changing. Specifically,
in the post-Cold War period, while the
Soviet threat has diminished, U.S. Mid-
dle East policy has sharpened its focus
on oil and countering unfriendly
regional powers, This is also seen as a
test of a new American paradigm of
world leadership in the post-Cold VWar
period. We are also witnessing a
gradual return to what was once called
"the Nixon doctrine™ as indicated by
talks about the formation of a new
regional security alliance. "The Carter
doctrine” called for direct U.S. military
response to external threat (that is the
Soviet threat) to the Middle East and
was in essence based on a "balance of
power" conception. The Nixon
doctrine, on the other hand, called for
reliance on regional powers (sub-
imperialists) for policing the Persian



[oed

B 81§ sem 2oud yrwppuaq 5OHJ0
9Ty [247Bq B E]§ SE MO] 5B O} PAUTO3p
pey 1] ‘sqjuom Juipadaad ay) m
saoud po ul swpap dregs aq1 4q paqmi
-SIp 212 ‘BIqEIY IpneES Burpnjout ‘5199
-waw D0 150w SNEID ING Wemny
jsurede 2010 asn 0] Jey) s beiy jo
asnedaq Jou 20ud JY) ISTEL 0) JqE Sem
Bunoow DFJO (0661) Amf 241 uad
-dey 0) sy ywaad jyou [ s IPPIA
2y) ui sonieas feoniod pue JMWOT0dd
YL "siagio Funepimnul ul pasoons
puE SUOTIE JI19Y) ABUIPIOOD 0] I[qE 3G
ysnw s1anpod g 4O solew 1noj wasa
10 2211} uRy) 19M2) ou ‘vodeam e se 10
28N [2AND3JJ3 O, "aamIng Oy uf jjrew
10 ag) 20wanpur o) Lupqeded agy
sey ‘eiqesy ipneg pue beij Fuipnpul
‘1SR PPN Y} Wl IEIS Ifdurs ou 4|
-[FuonIppy ‘Joyew-20ud B uey) Jayel
1aer-aoud ¢ uaaq Ajadre| seq SORGL oY)
ul HAJO Jaq peaadsopim oy 0) Arex)
90D ‘96l Wi ApuEdymds o HIAL0
jo 2oud o passasdop ‘sniemny pue
SIPES Aq pasneD ‘9g-GRET U1 IN[3 13553
e oy 21y soud sofem e juaaaad jou
PO 08-6,61 W wononpoidiaso besy
pue ipneg 4q pasneo (3 10 ) SNy
‘wedep Bwipnpput )59 Y} W puLWIP
JO [943] PUE 2IMPNIIS I} U1 SUONETLIO]
-SuRl) 0] JANSUIS L[FUISeaIdU JWO0]
ARy A3 ‘oqey $9920) Jaytew )
Aa sou fmoud Siodowow Lo pounmizian

Ao paspuy “wononposdiase ajemndas
0} U32q Sey JprIIp 158] ) SN0 W
-qoad urew $.534O pue o 20w pod
-x2 0] 2)adwod swonea 2534 L "§ N 2y
0] JMMSOY $53] 20 10W IS0Y] Arenan
-1ed ‘iseq appi aq1 ur saujunos
Jaqlo Jo ong) ospe st sy Awonosd
P2IvISEAIP-IEM S]1 JONIISUODIII
pue ‘pooj wodun ‘fmie juapuadap
ad@ny sy wigjuiem 0) swnjoa Fu
-SEJI0UI UE JE [10 [[25 01 spaou beu ‘Krexn
-U00 Y] Q) IIWOISND UTeW SN SIAN
a1 surede oodeam o, g3 2sn o) paog
-Je Ajprey ueds pue swajqoad srwounos
SNOWIou3 Yim Anunod e st ‘ojdwe
-xa 10] ‘besy -pajesaBfexs s o aars
-uadxaut JO Moy 241 01 18I Y “PL

L1300 ST JO S1SRq
ot uo paureydxa Apred 51 SISLIO DrEmy
A 0] UOTIBALIAAG 5,'S'() YL "DHJO
UTYIM BIQEIY IPNES JO 9[04 JUBTUIWOP
o) Buwrasaud Lq sqqussod spew po
E.EB&EE Jo sop paydnuumun o)
Buumsse jo sura) m paunap smooaq A]

Fursearou svy )so100ut [e1A, 91 ‘SO L
S}P0YS [PuIXD papadxaun sayi0 pue
saoud 10 1oyBiy 0} 2A1NSUIS J0W UM
Awouods weauawry Fuyre oy Fuprew
999p 2nqnd 38ny ® 01 pay aaey s
UBO| Ut SBUlAES pue ‘JouE[eqUIl 9pe)
WOYIP [B25Y OMUOIGD ) ‘DwnjueIm

FRETE PR AR WE SR S i - ——— — e e e e e

Ll
a
X3

e L)

pu

12y
)
ep

-2E.
‘I
jot
uf
ous

oq)
pay

41
eap
g
-ms
s
1
.A1
o) u



in

oo

P

=

re)
jou
na
10

nm
311

BlS
aad
L
uy
Ja1
A

g
o

-U0D 4] 0] SHIWIE A PIFuUeD
ay) AeaNGIe K[PAN0AYD 0) SURILIIWY
] JOJ 2ANUIDUT 2I0W PINEILI DARY
PIMOYS sny) pue SJuaIIB[|RG Y uIm)
-3q Apoanp S 24 padejd dwm sy
3] 10} sey SISUD NIEMNy YL SqEIy
ay) yia Anmsoy jo vonemadiad ag)
S0P ) URY) 1911 [IBIS] $IAIS wOIEa
2q) ul 20894 "$311011113) pardnado
oy woyy Bummespyim 4q pue PIuod
Y] 0} BONN[OS JEIS-0M] B 0) Buraaide
AQ panas 1594 St 15213101 5 [9RIS]

‘monmdo praom w
pue awoy je A>ewnida) s,a1e1s ay) urw
-1apun 0} sanunuod pue sonod el
=] JO suOnEpuUnO] ) UINEYS SeY 1)
(Bwsudn) ppofiuy o4 ‘9010) A
Jpa ydg, e A[prey ‘ezen) pue yueg
1S3\ 2] Ul SURTONSA[R Y] INg 2210]
1910 ou Aq pauapreqo Buiaq st A)Lnoas
iaeas] “dn  yoeq 0] suedw Jwes
2] sey A[prey Ing Appejusw repiuns
e Jaey Aewm 2f Asoysig 1o sonrod
Jo juapn)s Aue Aq A[SNOLIIS UINE
aq 0 payo2) rej 00} ol s1 afie mou
) Jo J1aNY € se wry Furgsipuerg jpew

30 pidms jou Apuns §1 3y Ing papurw
-giino) 2q Aew wassny JuapIsaig

"‘woidas 2y wi suonpuod Furpreaasd
) I2puUn SSIUSNOLIAS JO 2uFop Lue
i uaxe) aq wed suondo a1 jo suon
"BIIRIY IDNES JO ‘UEDIOr “BUAC Olm

beay jeq) 2jou 0 Juepiodun ose 1 1]

RS LD Sy ealune o
10] Sassew qery 24) spaau oy Ajayered
-S1p MOY $2)e2IpuUl A[U0 SI1I0)NIII)
pNdnad0 2Y) WOLj [EMeIpYAM [j2e1s]
Ue J0J WIN)2J Ul IEMNY WOl MEIPyis
o1 (D661 “TT 1’ndny) uwo pesodosd e
pue 1em £[07, € J0j [[e0 S, UIISSNH JUdp
-1534 "uotd31 2] 0 HONNJOAIY OTWE[S]
s1t podxa o) wdwane s dnqndoy surepsy
01 wonsoddo s massny juaprsarg Aq
pajeanow Apured sem oeij jsuede em
ibeay ‘paspur “arers wapow 2y jo £3o
-[02p1 UE SB Urejs| o) uonoAIp N Yim
UEW IE[NI3S € §1 UIaSSIH Weppes jey)
Mmouy [[am A3Y) pue woral ) w sjusu
-asow dure)sy o Juojaq sossew qery
) Jo sraquiaw aae Apresnod 1sowm
‘sapisag ‘s10u-2aey 2q) jo wordweyo
B SE wWay) JO JS0W 0] UMOUY J0U ST ay
pue plIOM qery pajunsip e inoganorg)
sooad [g 01wt papiatp are Lo 10] ‘L96]
Ul JSSEN [NPQV [euref) 1S1qery-ued )
a1am A3 se WIASSN wWeppes 1SWeny
-ued oq) 0) ssajasn se are Aoy e
"SISSEW EXY PARIIUNY pue uoyMI)s
-K1oa0d ‘pajuegoudsIp 24) jJo Juow
-Bos oqeazis e Buowe Kyremndod sy
wol) saeuwduo amod [eas s massny
weppes Juapisarg ‘Apuaproug

O 0T oM OTYE

poe
uIy
aprs
ou
Iy
-t |
uaa
iay
Ipne
=1i |
jou
1uaf
prand
4L
b

3y
218
oo 2

o5l
ut pi
BT
-u..--u..—““
os|e
L0
i b
-WIST
S20f
e |
gy |

SIPT



