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TOWARD A DYNAMIC THEORY OF THE STATE AND
CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Hooshang Amirahmadi
Professor and Director of Middle Eastern Studies
Rutgers University

While social theorists have focused on the state as a chief agent
of development since at least the 1950s, state-centered views of
development have rapidly proliferated in the 1980s and 1990s. " At the
same time, the concepts of civil society has regained prominence
among scholars and policymakers—especially since the collapse of
communism in Fastern Europe and the Soviet Union.® While some
theorists have dichotomized society into state and non-state sectors
for analytical purposes,” no one has focused on the state-civil society
dichotomy to explain the process of development.

This paper addresses this conceptual gap in the development
literature. After reviewing competing development paradigms with
respect to how each views the state, civil society, and development
itself it proposes a theory of development. The central argument is
that development is a dynamic, non-continuous process of state-civil
society interaction. The paper then proceeds to explain the theory
through historical analysis, and concludes by outlining the planning
and policy implications.

Let us begin by defining the state in Weberian terms: an
institution wielding a monopoly of violence over a clearly delineated
national territory. Civil society is an autonomous and organized
sphere that mediates the state’s relationship with its citizens while
regulating the behavior of citizens and setting limits on state
intervention. Development is here conceptualized as a sustained
increase in per capita wealth and income combined with structural
economic change, coupled with an overall increase in the living
standards of the majority of the population,

These regularities in the process of development apply to
socialist{or formerly socialist) and capitalist societies.” However, the
proposed theory is developing or recently developed countries.
Moreover, while a balance of power between the state and civil
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