POPULATION GROWTH, URBANIZATION AND
THIRD WORLD SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT

Salah El1-Shakhs and Hooshang Amirahmadi

The spatial develepment effects of trends in global popu-
lation growth and urbanization in the less-developed coun-
tries are discussed. Trends point to the geegraphic con-
centration of pressures on usable resources, habitable
space; local organizations, and ecolegical capacicy. The
need to develop functionally coordinated and spatially in-
tegrated policies and strategies is advocated.

The purpose of thils paper 1s to assess the conse-
quences and the poliey implications of trends in global
population growth and urbanization for the spatial devel-
opment of the less-developed countries (LDCs). Major among
these trends are: the rapid growth of the world population
(despite its declining growth rates), the high rate of ur-
banization, and their uneven distribution owver global and
national space. While population and urban growth per se
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dewveloping countries, 1950-202%.

This will lead to a significant uneven

fferent functional age groups, with the work-

Unger.

: elderly, and females of productive age grow-
ich faster rate in the LDRs (United Nations,

A major consequence of such trends is the cre-

arge pool of labor force primarily in the LDRs
Development Imbalances

production of natural resources and of food at
evel 1s expected to keep pace with population
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